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Under the Copyright Act, 1957 of India, copyright protection arises automatically upon the 
creation of an original work and does not depend on registration. The Government of India's 
Copyright Office recognises that copyright comes into existence as soon as a work is created and 
that no formality is required to acquire it. Registration remains optional and primarily serves as 
prima facie evidence of ownership in the event of a legal dispute. 

Accordingly, the original source code, website design, data visualisations, written content, 
research presentation, analytical framework, user interface, documentation, and all other 
original creative elements developed for The Karigar Index are protected under Indian copyright 
law from the moment of their creation. As the creator of these original works, I am entitled to 
assert copyright ownership in them, subject to any applicable third-party licences, permissions, 
or legal limitations. 

Where applicable, the underlying research, interview data, photographs, and other referenced 
materials remain subject to their respective ownership, permissions, and attribution 
requirements. The Karigar Index presents these materials for educational and research purposes 
while acknowledging their original sources. 

The use of the notice "© 2026 The Karigar Index. All rights reserved." is therefore appropriate. 
The copyright symbol serves as public notice that the original content and design of this platform 
are protected by copyright and that the associated rights are reserved by the copyright owner. 
This copyright notice is distinct from trademark protection, which is governed by separate laws 
and registration requirements. 
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